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Discover Greek—Your First
Steps Starts Here

This cheat sheet is more than just a list of basic phrases
—it’s your first step into the heart of Greek language
and culture. Whether you're shopping in Athens,
greeting a friend in Thessaloniki, or simply falling in love
with the rhythm of everyday Greek, these expressions
will help you sound natural, confident, and connected.

Crafted with care and clarity, this guide is designed to
make your conversations smoother, warmer, and more
authentic. Let it be your pocket-sized companion on the
journey to fluency—because every “KoaAnuépa” opens a
door.

If you enjoy this first taste and want to continue learning
in a structured, supportive environment, consider
joining a course at the Greek Learning Hub—where
language learning becomes a meaningful experience.
For more information visit greeklearninghub.com or
email us at info@greeklearninghub.com
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All About the Small Talk!

How to Say Hello and
More in Greek

In Greek, a common way to
say “Hello!” is T'ela oov
[via soo] when speaking to
someone you know well, or
I'eswa oac [yia sas] when
addressing an older person, Il
someone you don’t know,

or more than one person. Another polite and friendly option for
greeting someone—regardless of formality—is Xaipgte [he-re-
te], often used for a warm welcome.

To say “Good morning,” Greeks use Kaanpépa [ka-lee-me-ra],
typically before noon. After 12:00 p.m., the appropriate
greeting becomes KaAnonépa [ka-lee-spe-ral, meaning “Good
afternoon” or “Good evening.”

When it’s time to say goodbye at night, or when someone is
going to bed, you can say KaAnvoyta [ka-lee-nee-khta], which
means “Goodnight.” It’s used as a kind farewell or bedtime
wish.

Let’s start to talk

Tv Kaverg; [tee ka-nees?] How are you?
‘Etol K1 €101, £00; [e-tsee kee e-tsee, e-see?] So - so, you?
Elpoal ka2a, svyaprotw! Tu véa; [Ka-la ef-kha-ree-sto] I'm
fine, thank you. Any
news?
Timota Tto WOwaitepo. [tee-po-ta to ee-dee-e-te-ro] Nothing
special
Remember that instead of Tu Ka&welrg; you can always use
IIwc etoay; [pos ee-se]
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More useful vocabulary

Ka2wc NpBecg! [ka-los ee-rthes], Kaawc npOate! [kalos ee-
rtha-te] Welcome!

Oa ta movpe cvvtopa! [tha ta poo-me see-do-ma] See you
soon!

Avtio! [a-deeo] Goodbye!

Getting to know us better

- MlAdg/ mAdte eAANPIKG; [Mee-las/ mee-la-te e-lee-nee-
ka] Do you speak greek?

« Nay, Atyo! [Ne lee-go] Yes, a bit!

« O, 6 m2aw eAAnvika. [O-hee, de mee-la-o e-lee-nee-
ka] No, I don’t speak greek.

o Yvyyvwnun, 6ev KataraBaivw. [See-gno-mee, den ka-
ta-la-ve-no] Sorry, I don’t understand

- Ilwcg og/ oag A€vg; [Pos se / sas le-ne] What's your name?

o Mg A€éve [Me le-ne...] My name is...

« OvopaClopat... [O-no-ma-zo-me...] I am called...

« Eoéva/ Eoag; [E-se-na/ E-sas...] And yours?

« Xapnka/ Xaipw morv! [Kha-ree-ka/ He-ro po-lee] Nice to
meet you!

- A6 mov etoay; [a-po poo ee-se] where are you from?

o Elpal and (tnv Ayyiila/ Apgplkn/ AvoTtpaAia KAI).
Eov;[ee-me a-po (teen A-nglee-a/ A-me-ree-kee/ Af-stra-lee-
a). E-see?] I'm from (England/ USA/ Australia etc.). You?

o Elpal anoé tTnv EAAGda. [Ee-me a-po teen E-la-da] I'm
from Greece.
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Days of the week

The days of the week are
« Agvtépa [de-fte-ra] is Monday
o Tpitn [tree-tee] is Tuesday
o Tetapn [te-ta-rtee] is Wednesday
o ITépmtn [pe-mptee] is Thursday
« TITapaokevn [pa-ra-skev-ee] is Friday
« XaBpato [sa-va-to] is Saturday
« Kupuwakn [kee-rya-kee] is Sunday

24&Bpato and Kvprakn together make us
2apBpBatokvprako, the well - known to all “Weekend”

Innepa [see-me-ra] is Today

Av¥pro [av-ree-o] is Tomorrow

MeOavpro [me-thav-ree-o] is the day after tomorrow
Xteg [htes] is Yesterday

IIpoytécg [pro-chtes] is the day before yesterday

Avtn tnv eBdopada [af-tee teen ev-do-ma-da] is this
week

Tnv nponyoovuern epdbopada [teen pro-ee-goo-me-nee
ev-do-ma-da] is last week

Tnv enopevn epdopdada [teen e-po-me-nee ev-do-ma-da]
is next week 6



Basic words

Evyaplotw [ef-kha-ree-sto] thank you

Evyaplotw moAv [ef-kha-ree-sto po-lee] thank you very
much

IMoapakaAw [pa-ra-ka-lo] please

Noant [ne] yes

Oyt [o-hee] no

I'ewa pag [ya mas] cheers

Ka2wcg np0decg [Ka-los ee-rthes] welcome (singular)
Ka2wc npBate [Kalos ee-rtha-te] welcome (plural)

Numbers 1-20

1 éva [e-na] 11 évteka [e-de-ka]

2 600 [dee-0] 12 bwdeka [do-de-ka]

3 Tpla [tree-a] 13 | dekatpla [de-ka-tree-a]
4 | t€éooepa [te-se-ra] | 14 ﬁsKaTéo:::;][de-ka-te-
5 névte [pe-nde] 15 ﬁsxanév;;egde-ka-pe-
6 €& [e-ksee] 16 | 6eka€dL [de-ka-e-ksee]
7 enta [e-ptal 17 | 6ekaenta [de-ka-e-pta]
8 oKTtw [0-kto] 18 | dekaoktw [de-ka-o0-kto]
9 gvvua [e-nya] 19 | bekaevvua [de-ka-e-nya]
10 6éka [de-ka] 20 g€lkool [ee-ko-see]
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Going to places

IInyaivw [pee-ye-no] I go /I am going

I[Mnyaivw pe to Aewgopeio [pee-ye-no me to le-o-fo-ree-o] I
go by bus

IInyaivw pe to avtokivnto [pee-ye-no me to af-to-kee-
nee-to] I go by car

IInyaivw pe to petpo [pee-ye-no me to me-tro] I go by
metro

IInyaivw pe to tall [pee-ye-no me to ta-ksee] I go by taxi
IInyaivw pe to agponArdvo [pee-ye-no me to a-e-ro-pla-
no] I go by airplane

IInyaivw pe ta no6dLa [pee-ye-no me ta po-dya] I go on
foot / I walk

IInyaivw Kovta [pee-ye-no ko-da] I go nearby
IInyaivw pakpla [pee-ye-no ma-kree-a] I go far away
dtavw [fta-no] I arrive

‘Epyopart [e-rkho-me] I come

Emokéntopat [e-pee-ske-to-me] I visit

Where is...?

ITo® €lvar ...; [poo ee-ne ...?] Where is ...?

ITo® e€lval To povoeio; [poo ee-ne to moo-see-0?] Where
is the museum?

ITo® e€lval to K€EvTPOo; [Poo ee-ne to ke-dro?] Where is
the center?

ITo0 €ival Tto eoTLATOPLO; [pPOO ee-ne to e-stee-a-to-ree-
0?] Where is the restaurant?

Ebw [e-do] Here

Ekel [e-kee] There

Makpla [ma-kree-a] Far

Kovta [ko-da] Near

Ae€wa [de-ksee-a] Right

Aprotepa [a-ree-ste-ra] Left

EvOeia [ef-thee-a] Straight ahead 8



Shopping in Greek

IInyaivw yra yovia

[pee-ye-no ya pso-nya] I go shopping
To Kataotnua [to ka-ta-stee-mal]
The store / shop

To covmep papPKEeT [to soo-per
ma-rket] - The supermarket

To @appakeio [to fa-rma-kee-o]
The pharmacy

To tapeio [to ta-mee-0]

The checkout / cashier

H anobeldn [ee a-po-dee-ksee] b/
The receipt

H todavta [ee tsa-da] The bag

1600 Koo Ti(eL; [po-so ko-stee- zee?] How much does 1t
cost?

Mnopw vo NANpwWow PE KApTa; [bo-ro na plee-ro-so me
ka-rta?] Can I pay by card?

Aéyeote petpntd; [De-he-ste me-tree-ta?] Do you accept
cash?

‘Eyete éKkmtwon; [E-he-te e-kpto-see?] Do you have a
discount?

Mov £ival peyalo / pLkpo. [moo ee-ne me-ga-lo / mee-
kro] It's too big / small for me.

"Exyete aA2ro péye0ocg; [E-he-te a-lo me-ye-thos?] Do you
have another size?

Elval akp1Bo / @Ttnvo. [ee-ne a-kree-vo / ftee-no] It's
expensive / cheap.

Oa 1o napw. [tha to pa-ro] I'll take it.

Aev 1o 0€éAw, evyaprlotw. [den to the-lo, ef-kha-ree-sto]
I don’t want it, thank you.




50 Most Common Greek Verbs

1.etpo [ee-me] I am
2.€yw [e-kho] I have
3.kavw [ka-no] I do / I make
4.72éw [leo] I say
5.maw / mmyaivw [pao / pee-ye-no] I go
6.€pyopat [e-rkho-me] I come
7.BAénw [vle-po] I see
8.akK00w [a-koo-0] I hear
9.tpww [tro-o] I eat
10.mivw [pee-no] I drink
11.pévw [me-no] I stay /I live
12.80vAg0w [thoo-lev-0] I work
13.8wBalw [dya-va-zo] I read / I study
14.ypa@w [gra-fo] I write
15. mAdw [mee-la-o] I speak
16. kataAaBaivw [ka-ta-la-ve-no] I understand
17. paOaivw [ma-the-no] I learn
18.61vw [dee-no] I give
19. maipvw [pe-rno] I take
20.mail(w [pe-zo] I play
21. mepuypévw [pe-ree-me-no] I wait
22.ayamndw [a-ga-pa-o] I love
23.0£Aw [the-lo] I want
24.pmopw [bo-ro] I can
25.mpémen [pre-pee] I must /I have to
26.E€pw [kse-ro] I know
27.pwTtaw [ro-ta-o] I ask
28.amavtaw [a-pa-da-o] I answer
29.Bplokw [vri-sko] I find
30.yavw [kha-no] lose
31.avoilyw [a-nee-go] I open
32.kAgivw [klee-no] I close
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33. pnaivw [be-no] I enter

34. Byaivw [vye-no] I exit / go out
35.06nyw [o-dee-go] I drive

36. mepmataw [pe-rpa-ta-o] I walk
37.tpéyw [tre-kho] I run

38. kowpapat [kee-ma-me] I sleep

39. Tvmpvaw [ksee-pna-o] I wake up

40. vtovopart [dee-no-me] I get dressed
41. mAévw [ple-no] I wash

42. KGvw pmavio [ka-no ba-nyo] I take a shower / bath
43. (w [zo0] I live (exist)

44. me@aivw [pe-the-no] I die

45. eAmilw [e-lpee-zo] I hope

46. @opBapar [fo-va-me] I'm afraid

47. yehaw [ye-la-o] I laugh

48. Kk Aaiw [Kkle-0] I cry

49. oké@ropart [ske-fto-me] I think

50. Qvopaponr [thee-ma-me] I remember

—N
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20 phrases to impress Your Greek
Friends

1.Tuv yivetay; [tee yee-ne-te] What's up? / How’s it
going?

2.02a kaAq; [O-la ka-LA?] - All good?

3."EAa pe @iAg! [e-la re fee-le] Come on, man!
(friendly exclamation)

4.3wya ovya. [see-ga see-ga] Slowly, slowly / Taking it

easy

5.Aev melpaled. [den pee-ra-zee] It’s okay / No
worries

6.Aoc pac twpa! [a-se mas to-ra] Oh, come on! / Give
me a break!

7.Té€rewa! [te-lee-a] Perfect! / Awesome!
8.Agp 1to motedw! [den to pee-stev-o] I can’t believe
it!
9.’Eywse! [e-yee-ne] Done! / Got it!
10.IMape ywa Ka@é; [pa-me ya ka-fe?] Shall we go for
coffee?
11.Tv Ae¢ Twpa! [tee les to-ra] No way! / You're
kidding!
12."Etol KU £tot. [e-tsee kee e-tsee] So-so / Meh
13.Kaan @aon! [ka-lee fa-see] Cool! / That’s fun!
14.Aev nmaitCeoar! [den pe-ze-se] You're unbelievable!
(in a good way)
15."EAqa, ooBapa twpa; [e-la, so-va-ra to-ra?] Seriously
now?
16.0,t va ‘val! [o-tee na ne] That makes no sense! /
Random!
17.Mlepaocotika! [pe-ra-stee-ka] Get well soon!
18.Kaan toyn! [ka-lee tee-khee] Good luck!
19. Ka26 kovpayro! [ka-Ao koo-pa-yo] Hang in there! /
Strength to you!
20.KaAd& kpaola! [ka-la kra-sya] Yeah, right! (sarcastic

or playful) 1 2
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